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Newcomb’s Problem

— Backward Causation and Posterior Consistency —

33
Yutaka SHINBA

Abstract : The Paradox called Newcomb’s problem, which concerns retrospective influence and conflict between

the maximum expected utility principle and the dominant strategy principle. We discuss usage of the subjunctive

mood with the past perfect tense of propensity. And we discuss the backward causation in connection with the

conception, that is, making of past at present time reasoning in the context of decision making. Explanation of

Newcomb’s Problem by Prisoner’s Dilemma also discussed.
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