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A Consideration on the Present Situation and Required Improvements of Our English Curriculum Based on a

Student Needs Survey

HH [5G

Youichi WATARI

Abstract: The purpose of this article is to examine the student survey we have conducted in July 2008 and give
suggestions to. improve our English curriculum. Five hundred and seventy-one lower-division course students answered
the questionnaire about their English classes, their aims of learning English, requests for their teachers, and the
English-related abilities they consider themselves lacking. It was quantitatively analyzed with factor and multiple linear
regression analyses. The results suggested that practicality-oriented students are more inclined to study out of class,
while students who are indifferent to English or want to avoid it are less likely to study out of class and tend to find
their textbooks difficult and boring. It also indicated that most other students who feel they need some kinds of basic

vocabulary and proficiency are much more likely to find their class size ill-balanced and their textbooks difficult. As a

result, we may suggest that we should reconsider the present track system and enhance our syllabi in tandem.
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